66              THE QUAKER COLONIES

England, and Penn's own Quakers all joined
heart and soul in the Revolution of 1688, which
quickly dethroned the King, drove him from
England, and placed the Prince of Orange on the
throne as William III. Penn was now for many
years in a very unfortunate, if not dangerous,
position, and was continually suspected of plotting
to restore James. For three years he was in
hiding to escape arrest or worse, and he largely
lost the good will and affection of the Quakers.

Meantime since his departure from Pennsyl-
vania in the summer of 1684 that province went
on increasing in population and in pioneer prosper-
ity. But Penn's quitrents and money from sales
of land were far in arrears, and he had been and
still was at great expense in starting the colony
and in keeping up the plantation and country seat
he had established on the Delaware River above
Philadelphia. Troublesome political disputes also
arose. The Council of eighteen members which
he had authorized to act as governor in his ab-
sence neglected to send the new laws to him, slight-
ed his letters, and published laws in their own name
without mentioning him or the King. These ir-
regularities were much exaggerated by enemies
of the Quakers in England. The Council was not